Fletcher is our gentle giant with a tender story and an even softer heart. He came to Hartland Oaks at about six months old after finishing his time as a 4-H steer. A Japanese beef breed — the kind prized for premium marbling — Fletcher was originally destined for auction, but his young handler loved him too much to say goodbye. When his family reached out to our sanctuary, we knew he belonged here. The day he arrived, his excitement was larger than life; he greeted me with joyful leaps that knocked me to the ground twice and left me with a permanently damaged ankle — proof that even a “little” steer can pack a lot of enthusiasm. Today, Fletcher is still all heart. He thrives on affection and is happiest when people are nearby. Guests can lean against him, hug him, or even lie beside him while he soaks up the attention. Fletcher reminds everyone who meets him that animals raised with love give it back tenfold.
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